
Southwestern Regional Emergency Medical Services Council 

Summary Record of Meeting 

February 6, 2019 

Formal minutes of this meeting consist of a verbatim transcript of the proceeding which is accessible at 
the program agency’s website www.SouthernTierEMS.org .  This Summary Record of Meeting is 
provided to assist the members of Council in recollecting the salient aspects of the meeting should 
such be needed during future activities without having to undertake sorting through the volumes of 
transcript pages. 

Call To Order of Informational Portion of Meeting: 

Chair Ed Fredrickson convened the session to order (26 members, 2 STEMS staff, 1 NYSDOH 
Representative and 2 guests present (attendance listing on file at STEMS) at 6:30 P.M. in the 
conference room of the STEMS/STHCS office facility in Olean. 

Correspondence: 

E. Fredrickson reported that T. Reisner had forwarded a letter to him from UNYAN (United New York 
Ambulance Network) regarding the governor’s proposed Medicare/Medicaid coverage cuts to 
crossover payments that would prevent the balanced billing to both agencies for EMS services 
provided.  The letter was then distributed to Council members for consideration of action during the 
meeting.  He also noted that regular NYSDOH correspondence had been received. 

Officers Reports: 

Treasurer  -  M. Forness distributed a Treasurer’s Report exhibiting February 4 meeting time fund 
balances and expenses incurred since the previous meeting.  She noted that of the $1,500 CON action 
deposit received that $400 had been expended and $1,100 had been refunded and that a Third 
Quarter invoice of $10,862.88 had been submitted to NYSDOH. 

No other officers’ reports were received. 

Committee Reports: 

WREMAC –  Dr. Walters reported that the meeting had been cancelled due to inclement weather. 

STEMS  -  A. Broadbent distributed a written progress report summarizing activity that had occurred 
since the previous meeting. She then reported that all of the Annual Spring Conference speakers had 
been confirmed and that state awards nominations needed to be post-marked by May 1.  She 
concluded by reporting that she was working on framing letters to PECC (Pediatric Emergency Care 
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Coordinator) Coordinators about fitting into the Standards of Excellence Program / Voluntary 
Recognition Program. 
 
Education – M. Forness reported that $4,700 continued to remain unspent from the Vital Signs 
reimbursement budget and that suggested alternate use of the fund suggestions received were: 
speaker honoraries, increasing the reimbursement level, Stop The Bleed Program materials, paramedic 
course textbook stipends and in-service programs development for utilization in the Target Solutions 
CME Program. 
 
SEMAC – Dr. Walters reported that (1) the BEMS Director wants to develop a QA matrix of possible 
topics, perhaps five to start with; (2) regarding the Check & Inject Syringe Recall, that the problem was 
that the pediatric dose is not a weight based dose – regardless, NYS medical directors have determined 
that it is okay to continue utilizing the recalled syringes as dose administration with them is simpler for 
EMTs to implement; (3) the BLS statewide protocol changes have been approved in committee and are 
awaiting the Commissioner’s approval with roll-out likely to occur in August; (4) the Collaborative 
Protocols are being aligned with BLS and ALS protocols with the intent to roll such out with the BLS & 
ALS roll-outs; (5) 70 students enrolled in the CC-P Bridge Course, only 1 of which is from our region; (6) 
EMT minimum age requirement has been reduced to 17; and (7) CME hours revisions are expected to 
be acted upon at Council’s May meeting. 
 
Ron Hasson then distributed a meeting summary handout that he had developed.  He noted that (1) 
problems are being encountered with course paperwork in that numbers do not always balance; (2) 
problems have occurred with the CIC in-servicing, mainly for those who only do BLS work but are being 
required to take ALS portions of training; (3) stroke care center regulations are changing to have 3 
specific types of care centers; (4) a committee will be looking at the AEMT curriculum; and (5) Part 800 
and Part 18 equipment changes are in process and will take time due to the process. 
 
Dr. Walters added that NYSDOH has issued a letter to hospitals informing them that patient info can be 
released to providers. 
 
E. Frederickson inquired about the Training & Education AEMT discussion of removing some items in 
order to closer parallel national standards noting that he did not want to see items added to the course 
requirements as such might discourage enrollment thereby decreasing the availability of routine AEMT 
services. 
 
Membership – M. Furness introduced Dr. Coolidge to the members. 
 
EMS Service  -  T. Richardson requested that committee members convene for a brief meeting after 
the Council meeting concludes. 
 

 Community Relations  -  S. Lanphier announced that the committee is wanting to receive awards 
 nominations. 
 
 DOH  -  D. Trzepacz reported that (1) Council’s December minutes report about immunization 
 requirements was correct in that DOH does not require specific immunizations; however, it should be 
 now noted that PESCH and OSHA do have immunization requirements and that DOH does have a 
 requirement that the regulations of other departments need to be followed; (2) he reviewed the 
 personnel changes at headquarters; (3) EMT verifications are now on line; (4) ambulance transfusion 



 

 service issues are being worked on; (5) in regard to Part 80 reporting, efforts are underway to move 
 to digital inspection forms which are in beta testing – goal is to speed-up the process and inspection 
 reports processing; (6) during instances of transfer of care the crew needs to be certain that the new 
 crew is ready to receive the patient and to render care; (7) in regard to the Part 800.24 revamp the 
 Department will welcome receiving any change recommendations; (8) incomplete PCRs are a concern – 
 forms not completed within 60 days are resulting in a notice to the agency while 90 days delinquent 
 forms are resulting in the issuance of a Statement of Deficiency; (9) a legislative effort is underway to 
 have a statewide EMS Week designation with a push for Sunday of the week to especially emphasize 
 awareness of EMS; (10) NYSDOH is encouraging counties to dispatch staffed ALS providers to ALS 
 characterized calls. 
 
 D. Trepacz next opened the floor to an extensive discussion of Mutual Aid noting that it is being 
 observed to be used to cover struggling agencies’ responses which the Department does not want to 
 be the use of mutual aid.  Policy 1206 stipulates that mutual aid cannot be a regular call-out; that it 
 is intended for expanding service; that it must be reciprocal; and that ALS back-up is not considered to 
 be mutual aid. 
 
 D. Conroe expressed his concern about a memo that had recently been issued by the Chautauqua 
 County Office of Emergency Services as a follow-up to a multi-county representatives meeting that had 
 occurred with NYSDOH personnel about the mutual aid issue which then related PCR and BFIR 
 reporting needs, the content of which he described as “Bureaucratic Insanity.”  Consensus was that the 
 memo would end up being greatly modified and that its conclusions were likely premature and would 
 change. 
 
   D. Conroe next expressed his concern that the automatic responding of individual providers to 
 neighboring departments to assist with staffing should not be discouraged as it has worked well to 
 provide EMS service during this time period of the declining number of volunteers noting that the 
 vast majority of the region is serviced by volunteer providers, the absence of which would result in 
 extremely delayed responses such that mortality rates could be adversely affected.  He further noted 
 that the result of prohibiting such would likely result in agencies going out of the EMS business thus 
 decreasing the number of ambulances that would be available which then in turn would greatly 
 hamper MCI response in addition to causing further delays in EMS care reaching the scene.  Discussion 
 followed centering upon how agency rostering will be managed in this regard. 
 
 Legislative  -  T. Reisner noted the UNYAN correspondence commenting that it would be brought up 
 during New Business. 
 
 
County Reports: 
 

Allegany County  -  B. VanHousen reported on CFR, EMT, AEMT classes that were in progress along 
with CME activity. 
 
Cattaraugus County  -   R. Kuhn (1) reviewed 2018 call profiles; (2) reported on the status of the new 
trunk communications system install; (3) noted that the CME program is in “full-swing”; and (4) noted 
than an EMD upgrade was occurring in forming a 3 tier response method. 
 



 

Chautauqua County  -  S. Cobb reported that the mutual aid issue was causing significant discussion in 
the county.  K. Peebles reported that county sponsored classes were commencing.  P. Wilson reported 
that 22 students were enrolled in the on-line paramedic course which was serving two sites. 
 

Call To Order of Formal Portion of Meeting: 
 
 Chairman Ed Fredrickson called the official formal meeting to order at 7:57 P.M. and noted that a 
 quorum was present.  (Attendance roster on file with STEMS.) 
 
Previous Meeting Minutes: 
 

P. Richardson  moved that the minutes of the December 5, 2018, meeting be approved as presented, 
second by C. Baker.  All aye. 

 
Treasurer’s Report: 
 

M. Forness reviewed the Treasurer’s Report handout which evidenced a current fund balance of 
$11,430.27 and reflected that a voucher had been submitted to NYSDOH in the amount of $10,862.88 
for 3rd Quarter expenses.   B. Kuhn moved that the Treasurer’s Report be accepted as presented, 
second by T. Reisner.  All aye. 

        
Enforcement Notifications: 
 

E. Fredrickson reported that no enforcement notifications had been received. 
 
 

Old Business: 
 

Mutual Aid Plans  -  E. Frederickson referred the matter to the Services Committee for follow-up. 
 
Education Budget Funds – C. Baker reported that current capacity for their Tactical Care Class was at 
50 students while enrolment usually adds up to 90 students.  He would like to receive funding for the 
purchase of class materials to serve a class enrollment of 75-80 students and was therefore requesting 
$1,500 of the available $4,700.  B. VanHousen moved that $1,500 be allocated to Cattaraugus County 
for the purchase of Tactical Care Class equipment, second by T. Richardson.  All aye. 
 
P. Wilson suggested that an equal amount of funds be set aside per county for Stop The Bleed training 
programs expenses.  After discussion P. Wilson moved that $733.33 be set aside per county for Stop 
The Bleed training programs expenses, second by W. Johnston.  All aye. 
 

New Business: 
 

 UNYAN Communication -  E. Frederickson asked Council’s pleasure in regard to the communication 
 that had been received.  T. Reisner commented that the restoration of the proposed funding cuts 
 would be critical to the provision of ambulance services and would greatly help to keep ambulance 
 services available in the state’s communities.  He encouraged the membership to work with UNYAN 
 and to input their state legislators. 
 



 

Adjournment:   
 At 8:12 P.M. W. Johnston moved that the meeting be adjourned, second by D. Button.  All aye. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
 
Douglas E. Conroe, Secretary 
 
Next Meeting:  Next meeting April 3 at the STEMS/STHCS facility.  
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